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EEuropean landscapes are under enormous pressures related with the major challenges facing our society: 
climate change, resource consumption, energy needs, health, food security, urbanization. Changes in our 
lifestyle and consumer habits, an increasing need for energy, food and biofuel production and shifting 
demographic developments are placing considerable demands on the environment, threatening 
environmental quality at an alarming rate. One of the most challenging tasks for urban Europe in the near 
future is to deal with the results of demographic, economic and physical contraction processes, and to plan 
for the future of considerably smaller but nevertheless liveable cities. Climate change will compound these 
pressures, increasing the vulnerabilities of populations and their ecosystems.  
  
As climate change accelerates, is it relevant to accept that both the urban environment and its 
development potential are becoming more vulnerable. What are the policies, planning, tools and practices 
awareness that could contribute at reducing vulnerabilities? Which are the adaptation and disaster risk 
management mechanisms that can avoid or reduce population movements. Do we have environmental 
justice?  
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Green Infrastructure has recently gained prominence as a planning tool at regional and local levels. 
However, greater attention is needed on integrating the environmental and social benefits produced, 
particularly in the context of climate change adaptation and mitigation. There is great need to restore 
existing despoiled drylands and to combat increasing desertification. Restoring habitats improves 
biodiversity, increases carbon sequestration, enhancing the quality of life for people.  
  
European Landscapes are traversed by all kinds of cultural routes and their existence, reactivation and 
creation plays a key role in recognizing the importance of local identities in a globalised world. Cultural 
routes can provide an important contribution to sustainable local development (agriculture, tourism and 
transport) and set the foundations for regenerating processes able to include and connect experiences 
throughout Europe. Their presence attracts investment, conveys cultural diversity and enhances quality of 
life. 
  
Tourism has a clear but complex relationship with the territory. Territories are not only spaces where 
tourism activities happen but, many times, the touristic resource itself, or even a set of multiple touristic 
resources that give rise to several products and touristic experiences. So, the study of tourism phenomena 
requires a careful evaluation of the territories dynamics, their resources, potentialities and fragilities, since 
tourism can change the landscapes, bringing investment to the local economies, thus altering their 
economic structure. So, in the research area of sustainable tourism and territories, the negative impacts of 
tourism must be addressed and minimized in order for both the tourists and residents reach its maximum 
benefit. Several research challenges should receive attention in a multidisciplinary approach: carrying 
capacity of territories that can sustainably support touristic offer, assessment and minimization of natural 
landscapes deterioration, diversification as strategy for climate change adaptation, strategies for landscape 
valorization, territory planning, cities requalification and promotion of identity and authenticity of touristic 
territories. 
 

TOPICS 

 

 LANDSCAPE RESTORATION  
 URBAN REGENERATION  
 SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AND TERRITORIES  
 NATURE BASED SOLLUTIONS  

 WELL-BEING  
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