
The Section for Landscape Architecture and Planning, De-
partment of Geosciences and Natural Resource Management 
(IGN), University of Copenhagen, in association with 
UNISCAPE  and the Centre for Landscape Democracy (CLaD), 
Norwegian University of Life Sciences, is  pleased to announ-
ce a call for papers for an international conference on Lands-
cape Futures to be held at the University of Copenhagen, 19-
21 June 2017. We invite landscape researchers, practitioners 
and others with an interest in interdisciplinary and transdi-
sciplinary approaches.

During this conference, we will explore the topic of future lands-
capes and its potential and challenges. Landscapes provide a lar-
ge number of functions, services and benefits to society. They 
may be seen as a positive development factor as well as an area 
with conflicting interests and needs for enhancement. At the 
same time, landscapes are increasingly characterised by compe-
ting demands such as climate change mitigation, biodiversity, 
conservation, agriculture, recreation, etc., which often implies 
tradeoffs and hard decisions have to be made in order to balance 
or prioritize the different demands. A great deal of landscape re-
search addresses the need to improve the sustainability of future 
landscapes in a broad sense. Generally speaking, sustainable 
landscapes are responsive to the environment, re-generative, 
and able to contribute actively to people’s livelihoods and well-
being. Nevertheless, future landscapes are rarely discussed in 
terms of concrete planning and design solutions and especially 
not in the case of rural landscapes. What should future landsca-
pes look like? What types of decision-making processes and 
knowledge are needed to guide change and future manage-
ment? What is the role of design and planning in transforming 
landscapes? How can we negotiate between local stakeholders 
and external interests and expertise? How can co-learning be in-
tegrated into policy andw planning processes? These and related 
questions will be dealt with under the following five themes of 
the conference: (1) Landscape stewardship; (2) Landscape-based 
solutions; (3) Imagining future landscapes; (4) Landscape justice 
and the right to landscape, and; (5) Education and Landscape Fu-
tures and Democracy.

Theme 1 :  Landscape stewardship
The main focus of this theme is how to govern future landscapes. 
The European landscape convention encourages public authori-

ties to adopt policies at all levels in order to improve landscape 
quality democratically through the involvement of the public. 
Under this theme, we will discuss and reflect on the types of 
governance mechanisms needed at different levels to guide the 
development of future landscapes. Within spatial planning and 
natural resource management, experiences with collaborative 
planning and co-management exist. What can be learned from 
these experiences in terms of how to design innovative and effe-
ctive participatory processes? What kind of knowledge is needed 
to support the decision-making? And how do we handle the im-
plementation of collaborative planning processes? As policy ma-
king is increasingly faced by uncertainty and complexity, we will 
also address the need to integrate learning and adaption into fu-
ture planning processes. What are our experiences so far with 
adaptive and co-adaptive planning?

Theme 2 : Landscape-based solutions
Landscapes provide a plethora of functions, services and bene-
fits to society. These have frequently been framed as provisio-
ning, regulating and cultural ecosystem services and they have 
been studied at multiple spatial and temporal scales. Recently, 
the European Commission translated this concept into practice 
by inventing the notion of “nature-based solutions”. Nature-ba-
sed solutions to societal challenges are defined as “solutions that 
are inspired and supported by nature, which are cost-effective, 
simultaneously provide environmental, social and economic be-
nefits and help build resilience” (European Commission, 2014). 
They come with the hope of bringing more and more diverse, na-
tural features and processes into cities, landscapes and seasca-
pes. For example, a system of permeable surfaces, filter strips, 
green roofs, wetlands and/or ponds that can reduce storm water 
runoff and pollution – thus replacing conventional “grey” infra-
structure and supplying a diversity of co-benefits such as crea-
ting recreational spaces in urban areas. This theme invites contri-
butions that reflect on the role of landscapes in the concept of 
nature-based solutions: To which societal challenges can lands-
capes (and landscape research) provide solutions? How does the 
nature-based solutions discourse add value to landscape re-
search? What transdisciplinary planning and research methods 
are needed to design and implement landscape-based soluti-
ons? What are the pitfalls and limitations of landscape-based so-
lutions (and their underlying idea of linking economic growth 
with sustainability)?
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