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UNISCAPE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2019
THURSDAY 20 JUNE, 10.00 - 13.00
RECTORATE BUILDING UNIVERSITY OF LA CORUÑA
Rúa Da Maestranza 9, 15001 A Coruña, Spain

AGENDA
1. Opening
1.1 President welcome
1.2 Approval minutes 2018 General Assembly meeting (Bologna, 06.06.2018)
1.3 Adoption of the agenda
2. Las Palmas Declaration of Rectors for University Landscape Education in Europe
2.1 Presentation of the final version
3. Network organs and regulation
3.1 Network composition overview
3.2 Approval of the updated Statute of the association
4. Administration and financial situation
4.1 Balance sheet 2018 approval
4.2 Draft budget 2019
5. Network Action Plan 2019-2020
5.1 UNISCAPE / ECLAS Conference at NMBU
5.2 ELC 20th anniversary events
5.3 En-Route Seminars
6. Next General Assembly meeting
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7. Observer contributions

REPORT
1.OPENING
The annual meeting of UNISCAPE General Assembly starts at 10.00 in the press room of the
Rectorate building of the University of La Coruna, in the presence of the Rector, Mr. Julio
Abalde Alonso, the Director of the Technical School of Architecture, Mr. Fernando Agrasar
and the UNISCAPE representative for the University, Mr Cristobal Crespo. They welcome the
participants being pleased of hosting a UNISCAPE meeting and wishing them good work for
the assembly.
1.1. The President, Prof. Juan Manuel Palerm, thanks for the hospitality and welcomes the
participants, thanking them for attending the meeting. Concerning the agenda, He proposes
to concentrate on the second part, regarding the action plan and activities, especially
focusing on the events to be organized on 2020 for the celebration of the 20th anniversary of
the ELC. The Director Tessa Matteini welcomes the audience and proposes to do a tour of
presentations of the attendants.
1.2 Concerning the approval of the minutes of the previous General Assembly meeting, held
in Bologna on 6 June 2018, the Director resume briefly the content and ask to the assembly
whether there is any remark.
Bas Pedroli asks information about the Seminar with Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche
that was on the programme of events for 2019, regarding the research carried on the theme
of Landscape Architecture Education. The Director informs that the seminar has been
postponed for scheduling issues and Viola Corbari, representing the Fondazione at the
meeting, adds that the research was presented in November 2018 in Sapienza University,
Rome, and will be also briefly presented in the Coruña conference and next September in
Oslo, Norway, at the ECLAS/UNISCAPE conference. Pedroli states that it would be
interesting to keep the intention of a conference on the theme of the research with
Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche in the 2020 agenda.
1.3 After having been presented, the agenda of the meeting is adopted as proposed.
2.LAS PALMAS DECLARATION OF RECTORS FOR UNIVERSITY LANDSCAPE EDUCATION
The Director recaps the process that led to the the Final Version of the Declaration, that
after having being approved by the Executive Board and diffused within all the Network, is
finally presented to the General Assembly and adopted without any further remarks.
The Director explains that the process has been an important proof for the network to
share a common process, that gave the opportunity to engender a reflection, a transversal
approach capable of including point of views coming from different scientific disciplines.
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The President acknowledges for all the work done and the commitment of the network on
this point, suggesting that the Declaration should be presented to the Council of Europe
and the Europe Community for recommendation.
Marco de Vecchi speaks in representation of the Rector of the University of Turin, Prof.
Ajani, expressing his agreement on the content of the Declaration. He also informs that the
Declaration has been matter of discussion during a seminar organised within his university,
and involving different departments.
Daniele Torreggiani informs that the Declaration has been discussed during a meeting with
the vice-rector, that had the effect of raising awareness about UNISCAPE activities within
the Bologna University.
Bas Pedroli wonders which could be the next phase of the process. He suggests to put in
place a kind of monitoring tool, i.e. someone of the EB that could take over the task to
monitor and report on future developments of the Declaration, to be showed in a dedicated
webpage.
Concerning her experience, Sasa Dobricic highlights the importance of the process in the
sense of taking the responsibility of landscape within the whole University. The process had
also the effect to get more departments involved within the university.
Rita Occhiuto, who brings a positive statement by the First Vice-Rector of the University of
Liège, Jean Vinand, thanks for this process and the commitment of who led it.
The Director closes on this point reaffirming of being satisfied of this final version, which is
shorter and more effective than the initial one. She also says that this Declaration could be
somehow integrated in the future, so leaving it open to be adapted to the next challenges,
for instance in the context of 2020 events on the ELC.
The President reports that he received other agreements on the Declaration by mail, such
as from the Polytechnic University of Marche (Italy) and the Ion Mincu University of
Bucharest (Romania).
3.NETWORK ORGANS AND REGULATION
3.1 The Office Manager presents the actual situation of the Network, which is composed of
approximately 50 universities members, although the exact number is uncertain due to the
fact some of them are “silent” from some time now. In the last year, the Network had a new
member (University of La Laguna, Spain) e various expressions of interest, i.e. the National
University of Urban Economy in Kharkiv (Ukraine), the University of Granada (Spain) and the
University of Ferrara (Italy). The president informs the assembly that he received a letter
from Elvira Petroncelli, representative of the University of Naples Federico II, announcing
that she is now retired from her academic position, so she wanted to leave a message to
the Assembly in which she wishes success to UNISCAPE for the future, hoping that her
University will continue to collaborate actively and in continuity with what it has been done
until now. The University of Naples Federico II counts with a UNISCAPE group composed
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by a large number of professors and departments involved. The assembly expresses his
appreciation applauding.
3.2 Based on the criteria defined and approved on the occasion of the Extraordinary
General Assembly held in Bologna on 6 June 2018 concerning the revision and adaptation
of the Statutes of UNISCAPE Association at the proposal of the President, the updated
version agreed unanimously by the Executive Board (18.12.2018) is presented to the
Assembly for ratification.
Heard the position on this respect by Bas Pedroli, who doesn’t agree with the modification
of the full name of the association as requested by the Council of Europe and the
considerations made by Sasa Dobricic on the necessity to go forward despite some
reserves, the President asks the assembly to vote for the approval of the Statute by raising
hands:
Votes against: 1+1 by proxy
Favorable: 8+7 by proxy
Abstained: 3
Following the results of the vote, the Statute is approved.
The president wants to stress on the fact that there has been a long time dedicated to this
issue. Moreover, taking into consideration the legal requirements of the Italian laws as well
as the administrative regulation for the network to face the future challenges of the
association, it was necessary to take this decision, that has been by the way previously
approved by the different organs of UNISCAPE.
4. ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCIAL SITUATION
4.1 The Director presents the Balance sheet 2018 accompanied by the report of the
Financial Controller who approved it. She explains that the negative balance resulted is due
mainly because of the payments of arrear taxes referring to the years 2013-2015 and the
refund of travel expenses of the former Director. The Office Manager also explains that
during the last year a lower number of membership fees has been received compared to
the previous year. The balance sheet is then approved without other remarks.
4.2 Concerning the draft budget 2019 the President underlines the importance of including
all expenses related to UNISCAPE activities carried out by the universities, besides the
annual fees. He proposes that all members should fill the form sent in advance (“Global
budget”) in order to understand the real capacity of the association to engage money and
funds; this could be useful in order to apply for financial support, especially in view of the
2020 celebration events (see also point 5.2).
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5. NETWORK ACTION PLAN 2019-2020
5.1 Concerning the ECLAS/UNISCAPE joint Conference that will take place in Oslo on
16-17 September 2019 and hosted at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Shelley
Egoz joins the meeting via Skype in order to make a presentation of the programme. The
Conference is dedicated to the celebration of the 100 years of Landscape Education in
Europe, the first academic education program in landscape architecture that began at the
then Agricultural University of Norway in 1919. By reflecting on how landscape architecture
education has evolved, developed and adapted to critical environmental and societal
needs, the conference wants to explore how it can go forward in facing contemporary
challenges, the discipline moves to the centre of architectural and environmental
discourses as the profession best equipped to make the kinds of links necessary for
sustainable practice. The Conference is divided in a number of parallel sessions exploring
the different pedagogic methods plus a series of workshops and special sessions, one of
these coordinated by UNISCAPE and dedicated to Landscape Education after 20 years of
the ELC. The Director says that all members of the network are welcome to take part in the
conference and join for this special session.
5.2 The Director illustrates the progress in the organisation of the Conference event that
UNISCAPE will dedicate to the 20th anniversary of the ELC, to be held in Florence on
October 2020. The conference title proposal is “2020. Cultivating our future - towards a
European Landscape dimension”. The structure will see the definition of two Main
Challenges:
1. Landscape as a restless project
2. Landscape - the new commons
delivering four key issues to be explored:
1. Landscape policy and governance
2. Landscape Education and research
3. Landscape Design and Time
4. Observing Landscape.
The draft programme is on 2 days, the first focusing on scientific research and interactive
sessions and landscape ateliers, the second having a more political approach, with the
involvement of public institutions and stakeholders.
The Director also explains that this draft proposal is the result of an intensive work done by
the Executive Board in the last year and that it tries to summarize and take into account the
different proposals and suggestions received. Nevertheless, contents and further proposals
are expected to come from the network members, the structure being just the framework.
The Scientific Committee of the conference will be coordinated by Carlo Magnani, former
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president of UNISCAPE and Bas Pedroli, former Director, in order to give a sense of
continuity from the past to the future.
It is also necessary to decide the dates of the conference: initially the proposal was on 20
October being the date of the signature of the ELC, but it has been suggested to consider
to organize it some time before this date in order to not overlap with other possible
institutional celebration. Claudia Cassatella also suggested to organise the conference few
days before with the aim to bring to the institutional celebration of the CoE the results
coming from the UNISCAPE Conference, i.e. the final White Paper.
Marco Devecchi wants to give his availability to organise one of the Landscape Ateliers in
the afternoon of the first day, dealing with the theme of Landscape Observatories. The
Director welcomes the proposal and says that these Ateliers, which aim is also to explore
an artistic dimension of Landscape, will be object of a call for ideas within the network.
Rita Occhiuto finds the idea of organizing a student charette very inspiring and useful to
involve youngest people and propose herself to help in the organization.
Sasa Dobricic wondering on possible partners, proposes to explore the possibility to have
the organizers of the festival of Europe, that every year take place in Florence.
Daniele Torreggiani gives information about the availability of his university to organise one
activity (workshop/roundtable) on the theme of healthy landscapes. He also proposes to
activate some connection with the scientific societies on the theme Agricultural and
biosystems engineering at national and international level, as well as with the regional
landscape observatory of Emilia-Romagna and with trade and professional associations.
Juanjo Galan makes some comments on the conference title and draft programme: he
thinks that the program should be articulated more clearly, including the relationship with
the ELC. He considers that some topics related to the contemporaneity should be
expected, i.e. political crisis, democracy challenges, climate change, in order to better
reflect on our attitude and experiences. In this sense, a position paper could be used to
communicate the conference theme.
The Director replies that a certain degree of complexity has to be maintained because of
the big challenges that we want to face and that given the framework the work for filling it
with contents has still to be done by the different Committees with the support of the
whole network. She slaso remarks that it is important to define a common way to
communicate the conference.
In this respect, the President underlines that the Assembly should agree on the general
structure of the conference and that the working groups must give their contribution. In
this sense, he invites the persons involved to work with the aim of announcing the
conference at least one year in advance. With this purpose, he invites the working groups
to meet in September. He also proposes to draft a specific provisional budget for 2020
Conference by the end of November, when the academic institutions usually approve their
financial resources for the next year. He foresees an estimated overall budget of 20.000€
for the all conference organization, divided into the different sessions.
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The people involved in the working groups should make their proposal about the possible
sources of fundraising by the end of November.
5.3 The next En-Route Seminar will be held in Nova Gorica, hosted by the local University,
and the referent Sasa Dobricic explains that besides dealing with the theme of Migration,
the seminar will give the occasion to explore some of the topics of 2020. There will be no
call for papers but a list of keynote speakers. It will give also the opportunity to foster
UNISCAPE activities in Southeastern Europe.
6. NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
The proposal for organizing the 2020 UNISCAPE General Assembly comes from the IUAV
University of Venice (referent Margherita Vanore). The idea is to schedule in June 2020, in
coincidence with the annual workshops on Landscape Architecture that IUAV organizes
and called WAWE.
7. OBSERVER CONTRIBUTIONS
IFLA Europe is represented at the meeting its delegate Margarida C. Abreu, who states
that UNISCAPE is a strategic partner for IFLA Europe, for being the “University arm” of the
European Landscape Convention.
UNISCAPE and IFLA share common aims and objectives, both in the education of
landscape architecture and the implementation of the European Landscape Convention.
To ensure a collaboration on issues regarding landscape policy making and education,
IFLA E. attended UNISCAPE International Conferences and G.A. since 2017, as an
observer; and we hope to have UNISCAPE, as a Corporate Member (since 2015), at our
Education Committee meetings – IFLA EUROPE Committee on Education and Academic.
She also officially makes the Invitation to UNISCAPE to attend IFLA E. General Assembly,
6-10 November at Antalya,Turkey (for furthers details on the collaboration with IFLA see
notes attached).
Prof. Ignacio J. Díaz-Maroto, of the University of Santiago de Compostela makes a
proposal to organize a UNISCAPE EN-Route Seminar in Galicia in 2021, as a contribution
during the year of the celebration of the Jubilee.
The meeting is then closed at 14.00, the President and the Director thank all the
attendants.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
Members
Viola CORBARI - Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche (Italy)
Cristòbal CRESPO - University of La Coruna (Spain)
Marco DEVECCHI - University of Torino (Italy)
Sasa DOBRICIC - UNISCAPE Vice-President - University of Nova Gorica (Slovenia)
Juanjo GALAN VIVAS - University of Aalto (Finland)
Francisco GALIANA GALAN - Polytechnic University of Valencia (Spain)
Tessa MATTEINI - UNISCAPE Director - University of Firenze (Italy)
Rita OCCHIUTO - University of Liège (Belgium)
Juan Manuel PALERM SALAZAR - UNISCAPE President - University Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
(Spain)
Bas PEDROLI - University of Wageningen (Netherlands)
Daniele TORREGGIANI - University of Bologna (Italy)
Observers
Paula BALLESTREROS-ARIAS - Incipit-Csic (Spain)
Margarida CANCELA D’ABREU - IFLA Europe
Ignacio DIAZ-MAROTO - University of Santiago de Compostela (Spain)
Alvaro FAJARDO HERNANDEZ - ITLA
Apologized
Piotr Barbarewicz - University of Udine (Italy)
Benedetta Castiglioni - University of Padova (Italy)
Claudia Cassatella - University Politecnico di Torino (italy)
Daniela Colafrancheschi - University of Reggio Calabria “La Mediterranea” (Italy)
Shelley Egoz - Norwegian University of Life Sciences
Tana Lascu - Ion Mincu University of Architecture and Urbanism (Romania)
Alfredo Luaces Fariña - CajaCanarias Foundation
Andrea Galli - University Politecnica delle Marche (Italy)
Margherita Vanore - University IUAV of Venice (Italy)
Staﬀ
Tommaso ZANAICA - Office Manager
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